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Tutorial 6 Basic Audio Editing, Pro Tools 10 

 
Objective - to explain how to edit waveform in a Pro Tools session 
 
Outcomes - by following this tutorial, students will gain an understanding of how to; 

• separate a waveform into sections 
• operate the Smart Tool 
• eliminate unwanted noise 
• create fade-ins 
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1a. Open session Recording Basic Audio 
 
1b. If you don’t already have it, import audio file “Test 1 2 3” into 
the session. 
 
1c. Note the raised sections in the waveform which indicate noise 
ahead of and behind the words “Test 1 2 3”.  
 

 
 
1d. The first little spike looks like a lip smack, and the second 
could be microphone handling noise. We are going to eliminate 
them with several manipulations of the Smart Tool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Open session from Tutorial 4 
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2a. The Smart Tool consists of three main tools, Trim, Selector 
and Grabber, as well as a Fade tool which only functions when 
the Smart Tool is activated. 
 

 
 
2b. Clicking the bar at the top combines all three main tools. The 
Smart Tool automatically changes function depending on where 
the cursor is placed in the waveform. This saves selecting a new 
tool for different editing tasks. 
 

 
 
2c. You can scroll through the tools and activate/deactivate the 
Smart Tool by continuously clicking esc on the keyboard. 
 
 
 
 
 

Trim	  Tool	  (selected)	  
	  
Selector	  Tool	  
	  
	  
Grabber	  Tool	  

Click	  here	  to	  activate	  
the	  Smart	  Tool	  
	  
All	  three	  tools	  are	  
selected	  

2. The Smart Tool 
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3a. With the Smart Tool activated place the Selector just in front 
of the first word, “Test”. 
 

 
 
3b. Key in Command + e and the waveform will split into two 
parts. 

 
 
3c. Place the cursor just to the right of the split and it will turn into 
the Trimmer. 

 
 
 

3. Editing with the Smart Tool 
	  

21

Place	  
Selector	  
Tool	  here	  

	  
	  
Division	  in	  
waveform	  

	  
	  
Cursor	  
becomes	  
Trimmer	  
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4a. Left click the mouse and drag the Trimmer to the right.  
 

 
 
 
4b. When it’s nearly at the word “Test” release the mouse button. 
You can now see two distinct sections of waveform. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Trimming the waveform 
	  

	  
	  
Yellow	  band	  
indicates	  
selection	  
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5a. Now move the cursor to the top left of the waveform. The 
cursor will turn into the fade tool. 

 
5b. Click left mouse and drag slightly to the right. The selector 
band will appear to indicate the duration of the fade. 

  
5c. Release the mouse and a fade-in is created. 

 
 
5d. Edit the noise on the far right of the waveform the same way, 
this time creating a small fade-out. In this way audio can be 
“cleaned up’ quite easily. 

5. Creating a fade-in 
	  

	  
	  
Fade	  tool	  

	  
	  
Selector	  band	  

	  
	  
Fade-‐in	  


